
Phonics and Reading 
Workshop 



Why is learning to read so important? 
 

Reading is one of the first things that 
children learn when they start school. It is 

the foundation of all education. When 
children can read, other subjects then 

become available to them and independent 
learning can begin.  

 
Reading doesn't only have educational 

benefits but social ones as well.  
 

Reading with your child can be one of the 
most exciting, memorable and special times 

for you as a parent.  
 

It is not everyday you can help teach your 
child a skill they will use every single day 

for the rest of their lives! 
   

Learning to read also helps to instil 
confidence, independence and self belief 
that will massively help your child's all 

round development. 
 



A bit of technical knowledge… 

 

 

What is phonics? 
Let's start at the beginning... 
Each one of the 26 letters in the 
alphabet has its own ‘sound'. This is 
very different to how a letter is 
‘said' in the alphabet. 

Of course phonics is not that simple! 
There are more than 26 sounds in 
English language. Some of these 
sounds are made up of 2 or 3 
letters. 2 letter sounds are called 
digraphs and three letter sounds are 
called trigraphs. 

light 

bat 



The sound that children struggle to spot the 
most when breaking down words into its 

individual sounds is the 'split digraph'. Like a 
normal digraph, this is when two letters work 
together to make one sound, however with a 
split digraph, they are separated and have a 

letter in the middle. 
Fortunately ‘split digraphs' always end with an 

‘e' which does make them a little easier to spot! 
Examples of split digraphs include: 

 

cake 



Why is phonics the best method for teaching my child 
to read? 

Phonics makes learning to read easier, simpler and 
crucially gets children reading quicker. This helps to 

increase a child's confidence and instil a love of reading 
from an early age. Rather than memorising 1,000's of 

words individually, children are instead taught a phonics 
‘code’.  

   
This code helps children work out how to read 95% of 

the English language. 
If you didn't learn to read using phonics it can seem 

very complicated, but once the concept of words being 
made up of sounds is understood, children are able to 

make remarkably quick progress in their reading. 

 



At Leconfield Primary School we follow the Read Write 
Inc programme (RWI).  
 
 
 
This programme is taught Monday-Thursday (9am-
9.30am) for pupils that are learning sounds. They start 
by learning to say sounds and then they learn to Fred 
talk (segmenting) and blend words to help with reading 
and spelling. Alongside this, children read a shared text 
and develop comprehension skills.  
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Set 2 sounds 

Set 3 sounds 

oa 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=read+write+inc+set+2+sounds&view=detailv2&&id=81D74FB2AE685F417E681B73F2CFBF465E491B24&selectedIndex=4&ccid=r2bZVAKV&simid=608011329835896601&thid=OIP.Maf66d95402950fbbf79d9fbc2a381ff4o0




Let’s hear how we pronounce the 
sounds… 
 
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/reso
urces/sound-pronunciation-guide/  
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Say “hello” to Fred.  

 

Fred can only talk in sounds... 

 

He says “c_a_t.” Not cat. 

 

We call this Fred Talk. 

We segment (Fred talk) when a word is unfamiliar 
and then we can blend the sounds to read the word. 



Some words are decodable 
(green words) and some are 
tricky words (red words). 

Have a little practise! 



  As part of our phonics we read a number 
of different books. 



We also have some alien words! 

Alien words are decodable 

but can be quite tricky to read too!  



Year 1 Screening Check 





How to help your child at home… 



• Choose books your child is interested in. 
 
• Find a quiet and calm place to read. 
 
• Read to your child and ask questions (Who? What? Why?) 

Predict what might happen. 
 

• Fred games 
• http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/parent-tutorial-

preparing-teach-reading-fred-games/  
 

• Computer games to practise phonics  
      www.phonicsplay.co.uk  
      www.readwithfonics.com  
 
• Practise the sounds your child brings home in their tub. 

Read the words and make (spell) the given words with the 
sounds (a separate letter will be given when your child is 
ready for this) 
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Thank you for listening 
 

Any questions? 


