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About this unit 
In each unit, children are asked a question, intended as an entry point for exploring one of six broad Social Themes. These six themes are overlapping. The 
exploration of each theme accompanies them on their musical journey throughout this Scheme, and hopefully beyond! As the learners grow, the questions and 
entry points for the Social Themes evolve. All the while, they are encouraged to be responsible and kind citizens of the world and constructive but critical thinkers. 
The unit question can be discussed throughout each unit up to and including the final unit performance. Musically, students are constantly touching upon all key 
musical elements and skills, building upon these as they progress through each lesson, unit and year. As well as this, there is also a Musical Spotlight to each unit. 
This by no means indicates that there is only one musical aspect or concept being considered and developed – it just allows one chosen musical element, aspect 
or skill to come to the fore for contemplation, discussion and development, for the duration of that unit. Unit 3 Social Theme In this unit, we ask ‘How Does Music 
Make the World a Better Place?’ How, as well as being something that brings people together in many diverse ways, music can also be used to divide people. It is 
important, therefore, to empower children to understand the powerful influence that music and sound can have on mood and behaviour, not just for all of their 
positive benefits, but as another way to make them media-savvy and independent, critical thinkers. 
 ● Music can, of course, be a vehicle for positive social change, too! For all of the reasons mentioned above, music can play a similar role in efforts to bring people 
closer together, to see things from others’ perspectives and to move to more diversity, equality, equity, tolerance and understanding in society. There are many, 
many examples of this from around the world and from every era. 
This unit sets out sequences of learning around a song in key musical areas which, over time, all contribute towards the steadily increasing development of 
musicianship: 
● Listening  
● Singing  
● Playing  
● Improvising and Composing 
● Performing 
 

Year 1 Vocabulary/Spiral Curriculum: 

 
Lessons and Learning in a Spiral Curriculum As lessons progress through the units 
and year groups, the key learning is repeated, musical skills are reinforced and the 
learning deepens. Children quickly become familiar with the musical activities, 
through which they acquire new, or reinforce previous, musical knowledge and 
understanding. To support intense and rapid learning, the musical activities are 
designed in one of two ways: 1. The activities can be a repeat of the previous week, 
in order to embed and rehearse key musical skills. 2. The activities can be a repeat 
of previous musical skills but have different content, in order to strengthen and 

 How this unit links to the national curriculum… 
In this unit, the Musical Spotlight is ‘Introducing Tempo and Dynamics’. You can 
introduce the musical words and ideas into your classroom discussions about your 
musical learning, while continuing to work implicitly with all the other Foundational 
Elements of Music as you go through the steps of the unit. In Units 1 and 2 we had a 
focus on pulse, followed by the two Foundational Elements of pitch and rhythm. In 
thinking about two new elements – tempo and dynamics – we are able to add even 
more variety to the music performed or created, and we build our vocabulary of 
words that can describe the music we hear. Talk about these words together as a class 
and begin to embed them with the children when listening, creating and performing:  
● Tempo – essentially how ‘fast’ or ‘slow’ the music is played – plays an important 
part in the kind of ‘energy’ we sense the music has.  



 

apply previous musical learning. 
 As the children move through the school, they acquire new knowledge and skills 
and deepen their understanding and application of previous learning. This spiral 
approach leads to deeper, more secure learning and musical mastery. 

● Dynamics – mainly used to describe how loudly or softly music is played – are a 
powerful tool in conveying emotion and atmosphere.  
Connections Between The Musical Spotlight and The Social Theme  
If we consider ‘Music Is a Changemaker’ (this unit’s Social Theme), these two 
Foundational Elements of Music (tempo and dynamics) are very important in the kind 
of emotional impact we experience as listeners, or intend as performers/creators. If 
we consider the ‘changemaking’ qualities of music such as Happy by Pharell Williams 
or Give Peace A Chance by John Lennon and Yoko Ono, we can appreciate how the 
tempo helps achieve an effect on the listener. In the former, it is at just the right 
tempo for lots of people to be encouraged to dance to. It is upbeat and at a pace to 
encourage lively joy! In the latter, it was intended as a kind of song for peaceful 
protest and matches the pace of a slow but confident march (e.g. through the streets), 
typical of many Western civil rights songs from that time. 
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How this enquiry might be adapted for children of different ages and different abilities? 
The six Social Themes of the Charanga curriculum are all overlapping, but Unit 3 might overlap particularly well with discussions and 

learning at other times in the year during Unit 1: How Can We Make Friends When We Sing Together? (Music Is a Peacebuilder and 

Friendmaker) or Unit 6: How Does Music Teach Us About Looking After Our Planet? (Music Is a Nature Lover and Guardian of the Earth). 
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